
Please Don’t Leave Us in the Car!Please Don’t Leave Us in the Car!

Even on a cool day, the temperature inside a parked car can quickly spike to life-threatening 
levels if the sun is out.—Stanford University School of Medicine 

“There are cases of pets & children dying in cars on days as cool as 70ºF (21C).
—Catherine McLaren, MD 

When it’s 70ºF (21C) outside, the temperature inside a car can hit 90ºF (32C) 
in just 10 minutes! —Animal Legal Defense Fund

Researchers have found that parking in shade, cracking windows, or running the 
air-conditioner prior to parking does NOT keep a car cool.

Please take your pet with you when you park or leave them at home.

KNOW The LAW:

29 states currently have statutes that either prohibit leaving an animal confined in a hot vehicle 
or protects a person (law enforcement or civilian) who rescues an animal from a vehicle.

Regardless of whether a state has “Hot Car” Laws, the pet owner can still be charged under 
that state’s general Animal Neglect Law.

The following states have “Good Samaritan” Laws that allow private citizens to take matters 
into their own hands to save a companion animal from a hot car—Arizona, California, 
Colorado, Florida, Indiana, Massachusetts, Ohio, Oregon, Tennessee, 
Vermont, Wisconsin. 
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